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Big Marketing - Little Budget
By John Safin

Everyone wants extraordinary impact from all of the
vertising campaigns. If the return on investment is
then the cost for the marketing strategy is justifi
(usually).

What happens if you have limited funds to invest in
your business?

A high impact, high results advertising campaign do
to cost a lot of money. Many successful marketing p
less than $500 and will generate interest in you an
business.

Networking Groups -This is a great way to get your name out
and make some new contacts. Local newspapers typica
calendar of upcoming meetings. There are websites,
MeetUp.com or LinkedIn.com, to find people with sim

terests as you or other groups where you'd like to

involvement.

Partner Up - You're not the only one who needs increased ex-
posure. Any non-competing business could be a match
promotional opportunities. Create a symbiotic relat

with a local business that offers products or servi

support your company. Trading web site links and ba

will increase online presence. How to start? Find a
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owner and simply tell him/her about your idea. The
could say is "no."

Press Releases - If you have a good relationship with your
local media, you're far ahead of most business owne

are online services that will distribute press rele

you and your company. The fee is typically based on

of distribution and number of news organizations re

the material. Some will even write the piece for yo

search vendors to see which one will meet your need

always blog your way across the Internet for free.

Direct Mailer - A targeted mailing campaign is still one of
the best methods for building exposure. If the loca

shop seems too cost prohibitive, there are many out

and online printing companies. Some print houses of

ing services as well. Contact lists can be pinpoint

the smallest demographic criteria, which would incr

chance of finding THE right person for your product

(NOTE: The author has written an article on the ben
strategies of postcard campaigns).

Optimize Your Web Site - Starting a web site is usually the
most expensive portion of the cost and you've alrea

the investment. It's time to maximize this marketin

Publish new content on your web site as often as po

This can be an article you or someone on your staff
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comments received from customers, news and informat
targeted audience would be interested in reading. K
tent fresh; archive any page with information that

(90) days or older. Make search engine optimization
work for you by updating your title tags every othe
Compare the web tracking logs to pinpoint the tags
best.

Social Media Sites - This is a great tool if you don't have
company web site. The online, interactive communiti

great way to get your name out there. Some online c

are more professional, such as LinkedIn.com, while

more informal, such as MySpace.com and Yearbook.com
profile page will need to be updated regularly with

formation to keep everyone's attention. Be aggressi

creative without compromising your business integri

Start a Newsletter
ters is consistent distribution. This could be mont
other month or quarterly; whatever time schedule wo
for your business. With consistent delivery, your r
will realize your entire company must be as equally
efficient and organized. Include articles about you
different aspects of your business, future events,
information that current and future customers would
ested in reading. Don't have the time or resources?
journalism students to write it. After distributing

letter by email or post service, publish a copy on

- The main criteria of publishing newslet-
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site. Make it accessible to everyone since someone reading
might decide to become a customer.

There are many other ways to promote yourself and y our busi-
ness. Make sure you include a call to action and tr ack the
results whichever tasks you add to your routine.

John Safin has written non-fiction, fiction, humor, and political ravings plus acted as ghost and spee ch
writer for top business leaders. He can be found as a gregarious marketing and public relations profes

sional. In addition to his writing talents, John cr eates promotional materials, graphic and web site d e-
signs. John is the founder Writers Round Table Phoe nix. Originally from Upstate New York, John now cal Is

Phoenix, Arizona "home." http://www.johnsafin.com

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Jo hn_Safin




Paper Dragon Ink

World of Warcraft — coming late to the party

Okay just to begin this is not one of those power |
guides nor is it a guide to how to squeak out an ac
critical hits from your sword or bow. | probably c

tell you that I've only been playing for a about th

| held off even trying to play World of Warcraft (w
now will be referred as wow not so much as to show
cool nickname but because | am too lazy to keep typ
thing that long) for a long time for a couple reaso
first one is popularity, the minute something becom
hit a little bit of its allure dies. | know cool

cool but sometimes the less amount of people know a
thing the better itis. The second reason is that
afraid that it might suck up some time that | reall

be doing other things, add that to mu impression th
all about groups when | like to be a loner made it
not partake. Then came the red ring of death ,

that took out my xbox for several weeks during whic
seemed to increase with stress and aggravation so f
cided break down and give it a trial.

Damn it, it was fun. The character system is stra
ward but allow for a good deal of customization and
actually does a good job of supporting a variety of
options from lone wolf to twenty five man raids. N
run into some issues with loss of sleep and maraudi
level characters who like to smack low level people
(remember to check the player versus player setting
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selecting a realm to play on). But these are small matters
and | am having fun so if you are on Dalvengyr drop alineto
the night elf hunter PaperDragon.
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Name: Richard Santos

Specialties (i.e inker, penciler, computer colorer :
painter) - Acrylic, watercolor, oil painting, penciller,

inker, airbrush painting. Ink and wash, color inks. Pastels.
Some Photoshop/Adobe lllustrator

Current affiliations - n/a
Previous work - Heavy Metal Magazine, Abberations-Adult

science Fiction & Fantasy, Lowrider magazine

Current projects - Pinup series for private collectors, new
works for Heavy Metal

Page rate for commissions - depends on size and medium used

Please contact artist

Rate for Prints of original work - see Official Website for
details http://www.richardsantos.com

Style / Genre - Fantasy, Science Fiction, pinup, lllustra-
tion, character design, portraits

Contact info - artofricardo@hotmail.com,
richie@richardsantos.com
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Name: Chelsey Scott
Specialties: Pencil (color and graphite), Paint, P

Page rate for commissions:

Pencil . 5x7 $30.00
(graphite)

Penci 8x10 $50.00
(graphite)

Pencil(color) |5x7 $50.00
Pencil(color) |8x10 $70.00
Acrylic Paint  [8x10 $90.00
Acrylic Paint | 16x20 $150.00
Watercolor 5x7 $60.00
Watercolor 8x10 $90.00
Watercolor 16x20 $150.00

Rate for Prints of original work 15% for 8x10

Style / Genre: Fantasy, Realistic

Contact info:
cscottdraw@gmail.com
http://cscottdraw.googlepages.com
http://chels-poo.deviantart.com/

http://www.myspace.com/kittyjuana3

Chelsey Scott

hotoshop
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Serpent Underground interview

Can you tell me the history of your group how did
when did you decide to start playing together and s

Ralph: | had been trying for several years to form

that would stick. Something dark and heavy, but wit
soul. In 2003, our former guitarist Bryan and mysel
working on such a project. About six months after w
putting together a unique sound we brought our curr
mer Rich into the project. After many attempts to b
solid bassist that would work with what we were doi
found Tony "The Bone". Things were going well when
corded our first aloum "Devils of Flesh" and began
slaught of shows and myspace fan base. About a year
found Cody Walker (our lead guitarist). We all felt

the missing link we were looking for in order to co
sound. Shortly after that time our former guitarist
cided to leave the band. We then were very proud to
Walker to replace Bryan as our second guitarist. Wh
say? Serpent Underground is now complete and ready
any obstacles in our path.

How did the name Serpent Underground come about?

Ralph: | saw the name in some lyrics from a song by
Doors. | thought it was extremely cool and unique,
just happened to fit perfectly with the message tha
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ics were sending out. It's kind of symbolic of man'
and his struggle with his sinful nature.

When will the new album, "The Lie" be out?

Ralph: Currently there is no solid release date, ho
are pushing towards an early summer release.

How do you go about the process of composing son
do all the lyrics?

Ralph: | wrote all of the lyrics except for the son

Sin" and "The Lie" which is on the new album. That
ten by Cody. Usually the foundation, or the idea is

by me. The rest of the band writes their parts duri
creative process. Cody and Jason have been contribu
to the writing process on the new album.

What are your thoughts on metal today? Do you fee
Is close-knit or are there more separations these d

Rich: They're closer knit. More for promotional and
ing purposes. Bands are working together to help ea
out.

Jason: It's harder to get noticed these days with t
industry is. People are sticking together and tryin
laborate more.

Rich: The only way around the obstacles in the indu
pecially in metal is for bands to help each other o

What kind of response to your music are you experi
from your audience?
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Cody: We have been getting excellent response. It's
Every show we play gets better and better. The fans
derful. Every one of them are the reason we're out
ing everything we got. The more they give us, the m
want to give back to them! And | couldn't thank the

How did "Devils of Flesh" do for you? How will thi
bum differ? And which songs in your opinion represe
Underground's sound the best?

Bone: Devils did very well. The response was overwh
positive. On that album, the songs "Devils of Flesh
"Tangled" are essential Serpent. "The Lie" will fea

a bit more guitar work than Devils and we stretched
a little more. All of the songs on "The Lie" repres

our sound has gone.

Cody: This album is a new chapter in Serpent Underg
it will show how much the band has grown!

: How would you describe your live shows?

Bone: Loud, Aggressive, Intense, Heavy and Melodic.
Is to move the people in the audience from deep dow
them to walk away not only entertained but with a f
that what they saw meant something. We want to give
something they won't forget 2 days afterwards.

What was the most exciting moment of your life/ca
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Ralph: Seeing the look on Metal Sanaz's face after
open for Five Finger Death Punch. When she said we
you could tell she really meant it. | think we took
surprise.

Jason: Getting compliments from random people. When
us to sign drumsticks, or album inserts. All of the
energy.

Who were your biggest influences in music, and w
ways metal? Are there influences that may not come
metal?

Ralph: Trent Reznor...Nuff said

Cody: | have a ton of influences, both metal and no
cal, Funk, Jazz, Country, Fusion, Blues, Rock,
Metal...Anything and Everything. The List Is Huge!

Bone: Cliff Burton, Steve Harris, Rudy Sarzo, there
that aren't metal. Flea, Jaco, Stu Hamm. These guys
metal but still influence my playing style.

Jason: I'm influenced mostly by anything rock, jazz
blues. Some of my favorites are: Iron Maiden, Led Z
Phish, Dio, Ozzy, Randy Rhoads, Zakk Wylde, Satrian
lot of technical progressive death metal: Chuck Sch
and Craig Locicero.

Cody: We can't forget Dime.

Thanks so much for your time, are you willing to
thing more for our readers?
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Jason: We are thankful for the gigs we have, and we
lot of people will turn out to support us and the o
bands we're playing with.

Ralph: Once again we'd like to thank you for this i

Bone: | want to say thank you to all the fans who'v
the cd and come to shows. And all the media who hav
us out in recent months. Without you we are nothing

Cody: Thanks to everybody for their continued suppo
also like to add that once we release the new album
planning to go on tour. So please hit up our myspac
us know where to play. We have a demand it section
site!

Rich: Serpent Underground is coming. Spread the War
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Reviews by Mike Clay
HIRAX
"ASSASSINS OF WAR"

Hits you like war. No way to cut it other than that

like a sledge hammer. They don't care what schools
from you’re just coming for the ride of your life,
pick your jaw up from the ground from the shear rip
ness to you ears. One of the most under rated thras
the west-cost. This five song aloum has every thing
want and more. It delivers over and over. You got K
cals well all I can say is LUCIFERRRRRRRR......

for him how can you not hear the greatness. The

lead trade off is amazing. YOU WILL SNAP YOUR NECK
THIS ALBUM. WHAT are you waiting for GET IT NOW!!!
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TestAmenT
"The Formation Of Damnation

THEY'RE BACK!!I Hell yah I've waited for this for
it like a dream come true. "For the glory of.” gets
pumped for the upcoming storm of riffing the leads
than meets the eye” than makes you think you're lis
TestAmenT like they never been gone . The Melodies
as ever with Chuck Billy vocals "INVOKE the beast i
the Formation of DAMNATION" is power of the wicke
like a bull. Eric Peterson Rhythm playing shows th
takes no prisoners. Alex Skolnick lead playing just
ter and more powerful. This is a very much a guitar
shows , but you do have the key players Paul Bostap
delivering the blast for the backbone and Greg Ch
(Bass Guitar) firing the fist of beats all with
Billy on Vocals is the pure thrashers that are ¢
tAment .

Now Metal heads can rejoice!!!!
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_ Review of Unhappy Granma from Radbu productions.

First off | have to start this review with apology
should have been in last months issue but plans of
men and all that. . .. Anyway when | got my my c
happy Gran’ma | was not sure what to expect. The id
super powered gun toting senior citizen was mildly
it's face but a lot of comics seem to be one trick
after the initial amusement is done then the comic
have much left going for it. Unhappy though had a
more depth to it, not that it's a serious book, it’

the entertainment and amusement kept going through
book. My personal favorite moment was granny battli
robot with grenade loaded hot dogs. If you're looki
super hero book that isn’t afraid to be a little si

this is right up your alley.
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_ DALLAS CAPE DAY 2008
by: Penelope Flynn

Timed to coincide with Free Comic Book Day, CAPE, t he Comic
book And Pop culture Expo in Dallas on May 3 "d drew hundreds
of graphic and literary artists and fans of the gen re to
Craddock Park in the heart of the Oak Lawn area wit hin walk-
ing distance of the new digs of Zeus Comics who alo ng with
Pop Syndicate and others sponsored the Expo. Free Comic
Book Day was actually the second day of the event, day one
being the Live Art Show at St. Pete’s Dancing Matrli n where
proceeds from the sale of the artwork was donated t o Ronald
McDonald House.

ButonMay 3 ™, Day 2, spirited fans showed up in droves at

the park to rub elbows with their favorite creators , writers
and artists. With a list of scheduled attendees th atin-
cluded Gail Simone, Larry Dixon, Mercedes Lackey, Daniel
Way and Greg Pak who could stay away? But of cours e the real
stars of the Expo...the comic books.

Fans stood in line at Zeus comics a block away from the event
venue to get their hands on the free titles, and ju st as many
came and went throughout the expo to the open air s etupto
dig through boxes and boxes containing buried treas ures

priced only at twenty-five cents each.
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A host of artists were in attendance dazzling the
plying their trades and marketing their wares. Amo
was Brian Brinlee artist of Free Lunch Com-

ics’ (www.FreeLunchComics.com) mini-series, Sky Pir

Brian Brinlee was attending his first Dallas CAPE.
tising Art major who decided to break with purely g
sign and follow his artistic bent toward illustrati

cover artist and sequential artist for the mini ser
Bringing to life a universe that describes a future
world has been broken into pieces which can only be
by ship; and which is populated with humans, elves
taur; and which runs on its own physics and magic m
daunting task but Brian was obviously up to the cha
Sky Pirates was the second place finisher in a fiel
than 80 entries for the 2007 Small Press Idols comp
The series was created by Everett and Susan Soares
written by Everett Soares. Notably Everett Soares
both Best New Talent and Best Writer at the 2008 Ne
Comic Con.

In addition to Brian’s contributions to Sky Pirates
working on his own post-apocalyptic piece called G
intends to self-publish the four-issue bi-monthly m
explores a world taken over by a Neo-Nazi-type gove
the motley crew of heroes who battle against it.
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The Sky Pirates creative team including Brian, Ever
Susan Soares plan to attend Wizard World Texas in N

Also among the artists in attendance was Alain Vies
artwork displaying varying combinations of iron wor
punk, mythological creatures, exotic women and grap
set an exhibitor’s table with a veritable feast for

A professional artist and fulltime fantasy illustra

Alain’s work displays his phenomenal abilities in 3

tion and design. Having drawn everything from anim
ditional Alain combines his technical drawing backg

his extensive knowledge of legend and folklore to ¢

of the most fantastical and beguiling figures ever

of. Alain’s work can be viewed at www.AlainVArts.c
prominent on the convention circuit expecting to be
dance at Lazy Dragon Con, Conestoga and Shore Leave
and Otakon and DragonCon in August.

There were raffles all afternoon providing the winn
comics, videogames and various and sundry props, bo
curiosities. The big afternoon event that we were

ing for was the costume contest where fan boys and
variety of categories got to strut their stuff as t

vorite characters, heroes and villains..

ett and
ovember.

ca whose
ks, stem

hic design
the eyes.

tor

-D anima-
e to tra-
round with
reate some
conceived
om and he
in atten-

in July

ers with
oks and
all wait-
girlsin a
heir fa-




Paper Dragon Ink

When it was all said and done, the fans left satisf
loaded down with swag and free and discount comic b
enough to last maybe until the next Free Comic book

The Art Institute of Dallas, Christon Company,
Logixx, Starbucks, Marvel Zombie Society , Koen Bo
Diaz, St. Pete’s Dancing Marlin Restaurant, The Cou
the Marriott, Player vs Player, and Martini Labs fi
roster of sponsors for the event.

ied,
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Christine Cole is a matrtial arts instructor who h
belts in multiple forms and had received instructio
Steven Segal this month she decided to grace these
give us her take on what people should know when pr
martial artists as characters in their projects.

What do you think is biggest thing people get wro
books and movies regarding martial arts in general?

How pretty technique looks in fights scenes and
how impressive the enemy falls down. | also hate s
fight scenes when multiple people are fighting one
you can see people in the back ground waiting to at

Can you think of an example of a movie that got |
right and one that got it really wrong?

It's hard to choose a movie that really got it righ
far as a martial movie is concerned. But if | had
| would choose the fight scenes in The Last Samurai
though the fight scenes depict the use of a sword t
of "one cut, one kill" is very evident. The incorp
Aiki-jujitsu in fight with hand and sword is very r
and, of course, there is no wires used in a fight
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scene. Movies that really got it wrong. Any movie
wires to coordinate their fight scenes. It's great
tertainment and flash value but is very off base wh
is literally defying gravity.

How long does it take to attain mastery in a mart

A life time.

How long does one need to train daily /weekly to
their fitness and form?

Tricky question. Training depends on the individ-
ual. Martial arts training takes place every minut
person's life. For martial physical training, trai
should take place every day. For fitness, other re
required to maintain physical fithess. The body ne
constantly be challenged in order to maintain top p
fitness.

What do you think are common characteristics that
tial artists have?
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The drive to be something more than what we are. T

Is a special purity and enlightenment that can only
the physical, spiritual, and mental training of a m
arts. We all take different roads to reach the sam
tion.

Can you think of a real life experience that sho
martial artist might look at the world differently?

(I don't quite understand this question)

) what are good places for people to look to get m
tails in regarding to properly depicting martial ar

Look for documentary footage on a martial arts/
training. I've found Fight Science to be very enli
and Ninja Warrior interesting. Go to your local ma
schools, talk to the teachers. Visit several diffe
schools before making a decision. Find out what it
are searching for in a martial arts and chose one t
closely reflects your values and physical capabilit
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A Quarter for Your Time

An interview with M.R. Sellars

By: Jennifer Rhea

| got to sit down with one of St. Louis’s ris
thors, M.R. Sellars. His mix of witchcraft, serial
horror and St. Louis life; makes for one heart poun
tery. So when Pandora’s Gate asked him to meet me a
coffee house we found it was just the kind of break
looking for.

Jennifer Rhea — Q: What made you decide to become a

M.R. Sellars — A: Nightmares!

“When | was younger | watched my father reading.” A
growing up he made up stories and told them to anyo
would listen, he had always wanted to write. Murv a
to college to become a photo journalist but was una
finish his degree and became a Computer Technician
“I worked in a Dark room to get through college.”

JR — Q: What was your first Published Work?
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MS — A: “In high school | wrote this poem all about
felt and typical teenage stuff. | had left it in my
writer, (Yes I'm telling my age.) and when my mothe
to my room she saw it. After she read it, she took
submitted it to this magazine. It was published and
even remember the name of it.”

In his late teen early twenties he submitted a shor
a Sci-Fi magazine. He was paid maybe $5.

JR — Q: What do you read for inspiration to better
craft?

MS — A: “I really don’t have time now. | used to re
Sandford Eyes of Prey series and Patricia Cornwell. Now |
just read Non-fiction, Sexual Homicide: Patterns &

how |

type-
rcamein
it and

| don't

t story to

your

ad John

Motives by

Robert K. Ressler or Robert R. Hazelwood. | read up
sex crimes. “| did a lot of research for the Mirand

ogy.”

Sellars is currently working on the reprint of Perf

on true
a Tril-

ect Trust

he is taking this opportunity to correct all of the
corrections the previous editor made him do in orde
his novels mainstream.

JR — Q: What is your current Project?

generic
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MS — A: 1) Blood Moon the ninth book in the RGI ser

2) A follow up to Miranda it's a his
history of the character.

3) A Rowan Gant short story ‘You're
Think I'm Nuts. . .’

‘Your Gonna Think I’'m Nuts. . .’ features Be
Rowan with appearances by some of the main characte
will appear in the anthology ‘Courting Morpheus’. |
scheduled to be released in September of 2008.

JR — Q: What is the work you are the most proud of?

MS — A: “My daughter. She is such a smart kid. She
words and uses them | don’t even know.” He goes on
“I am proud of the research | did for the Miranda t

I’'m proud of the fact that | took all that | had le

but it into my writing.”

JR — Q: How can people get in contact with you?

MS — A: “I'm on a lot of Social networking sites. |
for getting your self known.” The websites he is on
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swers personally are www.mrsellars.com, Myspace, an
space (dot) net.

Now that we have finished the Questions from the ed
can move on to the rabid fan part of the interview.
the first half was all that horrible. | have done m

my share of laughing.

RF JR — Q: Do you belong to a Coven?

MS — A: Yes and No. | have taught through a coven a
Elder of the Old Ways located in the Kansas City ar
don’t practice with a local Coven.

RF JR — Q: What helped you in choosing your faith?

MS — A: | grew up in an open-minded Family. My Fath
nostic, my Mother is Baptist, and my grandmother is
American. My mother was more New Age than Baptist a
listened to her sixth sense. | was allowed the free
choose and investigate my own faiths. | tried many
based faiths before choosing paganism. At about the
the ideas of paganism begin to speak to him. I'm ju
other pagans, my faith differs from others and | ad

own rules of faith. “Harm none unless you slap me f

d Pagen-

itor, we
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RF JR — Q: Do you speak Gaelic?

MS — A: Nope | don’t know any other languages. | ha
guist that an English to Gaelic, and Gaelic to Engl
My linguist helps me keep Felicities Gaelic generic
not from a specific place in Ireland so | don’t wan
speech to be geographical.

RF JR — Q: Do you ever question being an Author?

MS — A: Yes | do everyday.

RF JR — Q: Do you ever question your faith?

MS — A: Of course. We all do. If we didn’t question
life would become “Static”.

RF JR — Q: Do you ever miss your Old job?

MS — A: Funny thing is | just installed a memory up
my own computer. The only things | don’t miss are t
ers who blamed you for everything that went wrong.
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those customers who thanked you for fixing their co
I've always loved fixing things.

RF JR — Q: Is there any pressure to publish one boo

MS — A: YES! Enormous pressure. I'm under contract
only allowed so much on an extension. There is the
from the fans and my Editor. I've always believed t
make a promise you keep it. So | write for four sol
out of the year and | think of it as my day job.

RF JR — Q: Has Miranda become bigger with your fans
don Porter?

MS — A: Miranda has taken on a life of her own. The
Sex Sells. Add to that the fact that she’s a female
nist. People still want me to bring Eldon back but
hind bars. The fans truly adore Miranda.

Miranda has gotten too big for her britches;
rently has her own website and Myspace page now she
her own book. With such a growing fan base will the
be upset if she doesn’t come back?
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RF JR — Q: Where did you come up with the idea for
unique gift?

MS — A: My mother used to see and talk to the dead.
the extent as Rowan, His has been embellished for e
ments sake.

RF JR — Q: Why did you choose Willow Tree Press for
lishing company?

MS — A: My original publishing company was Penguin
When | gave them my first book, they sent it back a

to redo it. They told me that my witch had to fly o

and cast sparkly spells. They also removed all the
scenes. | soon found that | was black balled by oth
printers. When | started to look at smaller ones |

rowed it down to two companies. Willow Tree was sma
only had a handful of books. They seamed more inter
building from the ground up. So | went with them.

RF JR — Q: Do you write in a Tuxedo?

MS — A: *laughing* No those are photos taken at the
witches’ ball. It's a formal black tie thing. My da
includes t-shirts and cargo shorts.

Rowans

Not to
ntertain-

your pub-

Putnam.
nd told me
n a broom
murder

er large
had nar-

[l and
ested in

real
ily attire




Paper Dragon Ink

| sat and talked with Murv for another hour.
the things we liked most about books. We discovered
the same things. We want our characters to age, eat
and well just are human. With so many other styles
and writing it's easy to forget that your character
behave in a human manor. We don’t want our favorite
forever, but we don’t really want them to get hurt.

These are the true reasons | love Rowan, Ben,
and Constance. They have a life of their own, they
sleep, shower, work, and even age. When Rowan or Be
into a fight it normally only takes one hit to knoc
out. This form of realness is what many of today’s
are missing form their books. | know he doesn’t mak
money with his current style of writing, but we die
hope he never changes it.

Harm None — (2000)

Never Burn a Witch — (2001)
Perfect Trust — (2002)

The Law of Three — (2003)
Crones Moon — (2004)

Love is the Bond — (2005)
All Acts of Pleasure — (2006)
The End of Desire — (2007)
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Review of Mad Scientist University

What do you get when you mix
and Pinky and the Brain ? Why Mad Scientist University
course! MSUs a small card based party game put out to be
played by 3-8 people that uses Apples to Apples
ciation style play with a few twists to make its ow

esting fun. In this game you are given “Insane Ass

to complete, such as “Write a 50 page report” or “T

the World”. Once you have been given this you must

“Unstable Element” you were given to solve it to th

faction of the Teacher’'s Assistant judge with the b

taking the card and gaining a point.

Apples to Apples :

This is where the real fun of the game shines asy
forced to use your wit and mad science to solve str
confusing problems with even stranger elements. For
a round might go like this; The “Insane Assignment”
write your name on the moon and all you have to wor
Penguins. You must use your Penguins to write your
maybe these penguins are actually cybernetic space
with lasers who do the job for you. Going around th
and hearing the wacky concoctions that people come
using their various unlikely pieces is by far the b
of this game.

However to truly enjoy
game is no fun if everyone makes sure that their pl
actually work and only use logic for their schemes.
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much more fun if you and a handful of your friends
gether and do nothing but make up the weirdest, zan
you can come up with using whatever it is. Part of

in this simple and strangely addictive game is lett
enough to make up plans that would never actually h
are nonetheless extremely funny and will bring a hu
to the TA’s face.

MSUis a very simple and somewhat flat party game ex-
perience but its blend of addictive game play and h
humor in the cards makes it worthwhile, especially
have a group of friends with whom you can cackle li
Dr. Evil impersonator late into the night without b
picked on or looked at funny. This game is not for
straight laced military man with no sense of humor
have a group looking for a simple, fun night of wac
hilarious hi-jinks then Mad Scientist University
nitely the one for you. A 4 out of 5 dragons is giv
mad skills of MSU
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