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Interview with Author Morven Westfield

While searching from some good reading for Halloween | got suggestion to check out a new author Morven West-
field and she was kind enough to share her time and talents with us.

Morven, when was it that you decided to pursue writing in a professional capacity?

About eight years | decided to finish Darksome Thirst, my first novel, which | had started years before that, but
never finished. It was finally released in 2003, which means that it's been only four years since it hit the shelves.

Can you give us a quick run down on Darksome Thirst and the sequel, The Old Power Returns?

The first novel sets the stage for the series. We meet Alicia Anderson, who would proudly call herself a geek these
days, but back in 1978-79, when the series starts, she might have been called a nerd. Or a weirdo! She's riding the
crest of the wave of high tech, getting caught up in the intellectual challenge of it all more than the opportunity to
earn lots of money, though the thought of being financially independent is attractive to her as well. Her life is work,
school, and more work. Pretty dreary and boring, until a vampire shows up in the computer room. That's when the
real intellectual challenge begins as she tries to figure out who he is -- who she is -- and what to do about him.

In the sequel, The Old Power Returns, more than just a vampire returns. Alicia's emotional strength returns, the old
power of the witches who come to her aid returns, and the power inherent in the universe returns. We see all this
happen against a backdrop of Frederick's story. Frederick was a blue-collar guy in a small suburban town, content
with an unskilled job, hometown sports, and picking up women -- until he became a vampire. After that, the only
thing that changed was his job, which is one of the themes of the second book: being immortal doesn't mean you're
perfect. You're just immortal -- with all the faults, features, fears, and hopes you had before. Oh, and a few super-
natural abilities.

I noticed that your books seem a mix of the supernatural and the logical, what made you decide to take this slant to
the vampire tradition?

When | started the story, | was working in a computer room, late at night, back when a lot of processing was done
with large reels of magnetic tape. You couldn't just set up a job to run and leave -- someone had to be there to
mount and dismount the tapes when the programs called for different data. One night one job was running very late,
and | was trying desperately to stay awake. It was very quiet, and | started thinking about all the things that could
happen to a computer operator alone in a large building late at night, and for some reason, vampires popped into
my mind. | thought that was pretty funny, considering all the other things that could happen, but decided to write
something, just as an exercise to keep awake.

The Dracula movie starring Frank Langella had come out a few years before and | had also been a big "Dark Shad-
ows" fan, so | started writing a vampire that would be like Barnabus Collins, but would take on some of the charac-
teristics of Langella's character. My vampire Wesley became less like Langella's Dracula as the story progressed,
but as | continued to write, | realized that he would be a product of his time and social stratum, just like any other
vampire. | decided to keep him as he was and create other vampire characters with different personalities.

| played this all against the modernity of my main character, Alicia's. In the old days, vampires had free reign be-
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cause people didn't have the power to fight them. Now they had the additional advantage of no one believing in
them. What would a modern person do?

| see that you also write non-fiction for the Witches Almanac. Which is harder, writing stories or articles?

For me, it's definitely much harder to write fiction. You need to do research just like you do with non-fiction, but then
you have to worry about character development, plot, dialog, imagery, tension, pacing, voice, depth of detail, accu-
racy of detail, continuity, and a lot of other subtleties that don't exist in non-fiction. And you have to worry about
them all at the same time! With non-fiction, you're mostly worried about accuracy, voice, continuity, and depth of
detail. You usually don't have to worry about plot twists or character development. It makes it much simpler, at least
for me.

Any advice on how other writers can stay inspired while juggling a life and a novel?

Juggling life and writing is very hard, but you won't be alone. The truth is that many writers still have a day job. |
heard of one who was on the New York Times Best Seller list who still worked the nine-to-five. Some people will
choose a day job that complements their writing, like teaching English or being a technical writer, whereas others
will choose something a little less demanding so they'll have more energy for writing and more room in their brain for
ideas. Either way, don't waste your life waiting to get "discovered" and get that huge million-dollar advance. It might
not happen, and even if it did, you'd be a much better writer by then if you were working at it all along.

You've probably heard the axiom that you should write every day. More and more I'm hearing people say that they
don't feel you have to be that rigid, but at some point, you need the discipline to meet a publishing schedule. There's
something called NaNoWriMo.org which starts every November 1 and is a group exercise where people sign up
online to write -- on the honor system -- a novel in one month. Now, at the end of the month, you won't have a pol-
ished novel, but you'll have a first draft and you'll have learned how to write through writer's block. Try that some
year. It's hard work, but it's also a lot of fun and really inspires you to keep going. And then give yourself a rest over
the holidays and start your regular writing schedule in January.

Finally, get in touch with other writers, either through message boards, groups, or conventions. They're great sup-
port and sources of good ideas and they'll keep you going through those inevitable moments of doubt. A word of
warning, though: don't get so caught up in the social aspects that you don't write. Don't spend so much time blog-
ging on MySpace or LiveJournal or posting on Shocklines or HorrorWorld that you don't leave yourself time to write.
Set yourself a time limit for the boards and blogs, and stick to it. And if you're following a daily schedule, don't even
visit those sites until AFTER you've done your daily writing.

If readers want to pick up your books or get more info on your writing where should they go?

I have a web site, www.morvenwestfield.com, that I'm trying to update more often, but | also have a MySpace page
that I'm managing to update fairly often (www.myspace.com/morvenwestfield). My books are available in many
bookstores, though you might have to order them specially from some. They're not print-on-demand, people keep
saying that that's what the bookstores tell them. They're regular offset printed, but just not necessarily stocked at all
times. You can also order them from Amazon.com and from my publisher's web site, www.harvestshadows.com.
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Interview with Jim Balent

One of my all time favorite independent comics is T

so | was very excited when the creator decided to t

ule to share his thoughts on comics, Wicca and inde
You worked in mainstream comics before starting Bro
cide to jump ship and focus on your own material?

It was something | always wanted to do since | was

to spend hours in my room drawing my own comics whe
ing.

Doing a comic set so firmly in the world of Wicca s
maybe to some a controversial one. What made you de
faced any roadblocks because of it?

Oh sure. I've had printers who agreed to produce my
because of my subject matter. (Witches.) I've had s
because the local church down the street disagrees
yes, I've had some roadblocks. I've could have alte
them happy...but... I'm not drawing for them, they'
never understand my comic. If you please everyone .
that's not what | want to do.

I know you are dedicated to Tarot to the exclusion
ever consider doing a crossover with another comic

No, not at all. | don't like the idea of a crossove
ter. But | do take on outside projects from time to
really want to do. Like drawing a few covers for Re

Are there any plans to bring back the three kittens
going book?

There are always plans to start a new title or mini
down to finding time.

What is easiest and the hardest thing about being y
thought about partnering with someone like Image or
Image approached me early on when they heard | was
not because | didn't think they could do a good job
cause | wanted to do this since | was 5, create and

arot, witch of the Black Rose and
ake time out of his hectic sched-
pendent publishing.

adsword comics what made you de-

a kid. As a matter of fact | use
n |l was 5. Now | do it for a liv-

eems a very personal choice and
cide to do that and have you ever

backdrop for conventions pull out
tores who refuse to carry my book
with the messages in my comic. So,
red my stories and designs to make
re not my audience. They will

.. you water down your vision and

of outside projects but would you
book character and if so who?

r with another company's charac-
time. (It's usually something |
d Sonja. That was fun.)

in another mini series or an on-

-series with 3K. It just comes

our own publisher? Have you ever
Dark horse?

starting Tarot. | said no to them,

in producing it, | said no be-
publish a comic myself. | just
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came off of 7 years of Catwoman working for DC. | w
Easiest thing about being a publisher ... you can g
have to go through endless approval stages. You can
in a very short time. The Hardest?... Hmmm, Nothing
responsibility.

What is the best and worst thing about working with

The best thing about working with Holly is...workin
ented artist, she's inspirational, she's my muse, s
There isn't any. Really!

If people want to check out what's happening or pi
the upcoming holidays where should they go?
Check out my site at www.jimbalent.com

You'll find tons of art from both Holly and myself.
Thanks for the interview Douglas!

Best Witches!

Jim

(Readers can also reach me at www.myspace.com/jimba

anted to try something new.

et things done quicker. You don't
go from Idea to paper to printing
really, there's just a lot more
your spouse?

g with Holly! She's a very tal-

he's everything. And worst thing?

ck up some Tarot merchandise for

lent)
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Introduction to the SCA by Jennifer Rhea

Greetings,

My name is Lady Renai Rovaro and | would like to
world. One where Knights are chivalrous, ladies are

Welcome to the Society for Creative Anachronism |
organization dedicated to researching and re-creati
-century Europe. Our "Known World" consists of 19 k
residing in countries around the world. Members, dr
Ages and Renaissance, attend events that may featur
classes, workshops, dancing, feasts, and more. Our
they recognize and honor members for their contribu

Make no mistake | wasn’t born a Lady. This is no
honor in the SCA. | have been recognized for my eff
perience as fun as my own. | did that by working an

Meetings in my local Group, the Barony of Three Riv

The Barony of Three Rivers is located in the Kin
St. Louis, Mo for those who want a modern location.
Louis and it's surrounding areas. We are a large, o
rivers is a very active group. We have weekly meeti
throughout the year. But then that only sums us up.
there is to know about the SCA. So why don’t we tak
of our local meetings and an event.

Thursday November 15 ™, 2007
7:00 pm EST.
Olivette Community Center, Olivette, Mo

Walking in you're greeted with the sound of laug
greets you is a warm welcome from a friend who you
the sound of friends greeting each other and having
tions cover a variety of topics, both personal and
rests your eyes, is a wonder to behold. The Fighter

of their helm to the brown of their leather shin gu

introduce you to a whole new
noble, and honor reigns supreme.
nc. The SCA is an international

ng the arts and skills of pre-17th
ingdoms, with over 30,000 members
essed in clothing of the Middle
e tournaments, arts exhibits,
"royalty” hold courts at which
tions to the group.

t a true title, but an award of
orts to make everyone’s SCA ex-
d participating in Events and

ers.

gdome of Calontir. That would be
The Barony covers all of St.

Id, and close-knit group. Three
ngs and host several events
That really doesn't tell all

e a look into what happens at one

hing and cheer, and the noise that
haven’t seen in a long time. It's
lively conversation. Conversa-
medieval. But the sight that ar-

s are gearing up; from the shine

ards they are buckling up their
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armor to protect themselves. Dancers are walking th
for an upcoming ball. Everywhere you look people ar
finest garb (Costumes), from the tips of their hats
one looks as if they have stepped out of a medieval

ning and weaving among the gathered are a medieval

That is not all that can be found at a meeting.
uled in a variety of crafts. Some classes are simpl
others are harder, like quiver making. But everythi
pre 17 ™ century Europe, and all of it can be used in our ¢
sults of the classes can be seen in the costumes th
have a site dinner. The money raised goes toward pa
we use weekly. Volunteers make and donate the food
welcoming Family. That is ever so evident on this n
to our group had asked to be married at the weekly
evident in the food and wedding cake that others pr
details were taken care of by our local members. Wh

fair quickly became a Family Event.
Saturday September 22 "4 2007

Courtly Love (Mammoth Faire)

Warrenton, Mo

The day dawns bright and clear. The tents are up
have gathered in front of a wooden Castle, all stan
silent as we wait for the sounds, of rattan hitting
ready with arrow to bow and string. When at last th

sued “Lay On!”

While this is not exactly how the day began it i
many months of planning and prep have boiled down t
others to entertain themselves and the spectators g
the men and women take the battlefield. The archers
taking their practice shots. The Merchants have set
shopping. The cooks are in the kitchens preparing t
the end of the day. And all are happy on this sunny

rough their steps in preparation
e dressed in their favorite or

to the soles of the shoes every-
painting. Even the children run-
sight to behold.

There are normally classes sched-

e, such as Lucet (Viking ties)

ng can be researched back to the
urrent Middle Ages. The re-

at everyone wears. Once a month we

ying for the community Center that

served. Three Rivers is like a big

ight in November. Two new members

meeting. The love we all feel was

ovided the happy couple. All the

at had started out as a small af-

with pennants flying. The men
d at ready for the siege. All are
wood and steel. Archers stand at

e sound we have waited for is is-

s how each activities begins. The
0 one day. The games are out for
ather to sew and talk as we watch
can be seen off in a distance

up their tents in a row for easy
he Feast that will be served at
day. The children have plenty of
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room to run and play with their Boffers (padded swo

Mammoth Faire is a camping event that many of th
will be a day trip for others they will set up thei
stay the night. There are many other events that ar
tains is an indoor, fighting tournament. There is n
other activities to do. Many people bring along a n
ers teach classes on various crafts used in the mid
booths for those who wish to shop and activities ar
Heralds stand at the list tables and cry out the fi
a hand to help, well there is plenty for you to cho
feast, so of course, the cooks are busy making sure
propriately. For each and every event we dress in o
been hung on the walls, and curtains are hung for a

knowing you just left the current Middle Ages.

If you wish to locate your local group try this
the link NEW TO THE SCA

If you wish to look into the Three Rivers group

www.threeriver.org

Carpe Deum

Lady Renai Rovaro

A.S. XLII

Renai Rovaro is modernly known as Jennifer Rhea.

rds).

e local group attends. For most it
r tents (modern and Medieval) and
e held such as Chieftains. Chief-
0 Archery, but there are plenty of
ew craft project to work on. Oth-
dle ages. Merchants set up their
e coordinated for the children.
ghting order. If you wish to lend
ose from. Chieftains also boast a
the food is cooked & served ap-
ur garb (costumes), banners have

mbiance. We want you to leave

website: www.sca.org and click on

use this website:
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Interview with Artist Niki Browning

We have had the privilege to work several times wit
focused on creative women we thought it only fittin
her.

Niki, what was your first professional gig and how

My first professional gig was working for Ellora's
artist. | had been laid off from my "day job" and w
Renderosity and saw an ad they had posted there. |
and replied. They had me do a test cover and liked
this light bulb went off and | thought "hey if ther
there must be others" so | started googling e-book
call" list, for lack of a better word. At that poin
queries a week looking for more cover work. It even
at Mundania. | still send out a batch of query emai
know. :)

**] see you work as the art Director for Mundania p
you determine what image you will use on the covers

The authors fill out what's called a Cover Art Ques
company our authors are lucky in that we give them
of their books. Within reason of course. Occasional
something that, for whatever reason, will not visua
to work with them to come up with an idea or a cove
cover artist's primary job is to sell the book, bec
people really DO judge a book by it's cover, and a
eye catching, that doesn't make you want pick the b
to sell the book.

Images that are dynamic or vibrant in some way, som
landscape is compelling enough to make you pick up
to say "Wow, what's THAT about?" in order for the b
hands, and if the cover makes you ask that then I'v

**Your work is dark and sexy but with a wisp of hum
ration from and how do you stay creative day after

Oh...my favorite question (note the hint of sarcasm
Everywhere. Song Lyrics, something | see on the str

h Niki Browning and in this issue
g to spend some time talking with

did you get it?

Cave Publishing as an ebook cover
as poking around the jobs forum at
thought "what have | got to lose?"
it so | got the job. After that

e's one company that does this
publishers and compiling a "cold

t I was sending out 10 - 12 cold
tually paid off with my position

Is about once a month, you never

ress how do
of the books?

tionnaire. As a small publishing

a say in what will go on the cover
ly an author's vision will be

lly sell the book and then we have
r that is makes everyone happy. A
ause whether we like it or not,
bland cover or a cover that isn't
ook up off the shelf, isn't going

etimes even a just a beautiful

a book. Bottom line is you have
ook to go from the shelf to your
e done my job well.

or — Where do you get your inspi-
day?

there). Where does it come from?
eet, a turn of phrase | hear,
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television commercials, any strong emotion, a color
in digital with 3D elements, sometimes I'll just lo
playing around until something appears. That's actu
came about. As to how | stay creative...well, the f
me the opportunity to mix things up and switch my a
helps. | am the AD and cover artist at Mundania, |
and | also create 3D content for DAZ3D as a Publish
working today | have the options of moving to the n
the commission | am currently working on or to what
to be working on. If all of that fails, | like to

Go in a direction I've never tried before, somethin
ally that will spark my creativity and jump start w

**Your work has been featured on book covers and ev
piece are you most proud of?

This is always a hard question to answer because th
and all for their own reasons. The Heavy Metal piec
Heavy Metal. | think, most recently, it would be th
dania. The book is Under a Velvet Cloak and it's th
Incarnations of Immortality series by Piers Anthony
bly the first set of sci fi books | ever read and t

that | read over and over again. The first three or
artwork was done by Michael Whelan so to be in such
do the final cover for a brand new book was a lot o
tends to stretch out over a few different genres it
piece as a favorite.

**|s there a dream project or character you would |
yet?

Well as | just said, getting to do the cover for Un
dream come true. I've done other covers for Piers b
series | grew up reading was amazing. Aside from th
to do covers for some of my other favorite authors
dream job right now really. | am doing what | love
the creative freedom to do what | want for the most

I could change one thing about my job it'd be the p
"starving artist" to "moderately hungry" artist. *

**What advice would you give to people wanting to m
sion?

, a passing thought. Since | work
ad up a bunch of things and start
ally how some of my best pieces
act that being freelance affords
ctivities around from day to day

do commissions and freelance work
ed Artist. So if a cover isn't
ext/different cover to be done,

ever new content package | happen
try something entirely different.

g completely out of my style. Usu-
hatever it was | was stalled on.

en in Heavy Metal magazine. What

ere are so many that | am proud of
e of course because it was in

e cover | just finished for Mun-

e 8th and final installment of the

. That particular series is proba-

o this day one of my favorites

four covers of the series the

great company and being able to
f fun for me. Because my work

's hard for me to pick just one

ike to work on that you haven't

der a Velvet Cloak was like a

ut to be able to do one for the

at, | would love the opportunity
such as Anne McCaffery. | have my
and making a living at it. | have
part. In all honesty, | think if

ay. I've made the jump from

aughs*

ake the jump to art as a profes-
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I think you need to have the faith to just do it, a nd patience. It's not going to
happen overnight. It's just like any other success you have in your life, it's work.

You have to have be able to take criticism of your work with an open mind, especially
if you go into something like covers. People aren't always going to like your work.
Persistence. As | said before, when | first started | sent out something like 10 - 12
query emails a week...sometimes | got a polite "no thank you" sometimes | got nothing
back at all but | kept sending them. Sometimes | wo uld receive an answer months
later. A few times more than a year went by. It too k Heavy Metal a year and a half to

get back to me.

I think one of the best pieces of advice | ever got came from an article | read in
Artist Magazine. It said "The first step in becomin g a professional artist is to

start calling yourself an artist." It's a lot harde r than it seems. But as soon as |
took that leap everything else became a lot easier. Besides it's a lot cooler sound-
ing than "secretary" when people ask "So what do yo u do?":)

If people would like more info about your work or t 0 contact you for commissions

where should they go?

There's a lot of places you can go to check out my work or learn more about me:
My Website: http://www.skyewolfimages.com

Renderosity: http://www.renderosity.com/mod/gallery /browse.php?user_id=43768
Art Zone: http://artzone.daz3d.com/index.php?mode=p eople_card&p_id=524

Deviant Art: http://skyewolf.deviantart.com/
My Space: http://www.myspace.com/skyewolf

DAZ3D (store): http://www.daz3d.com/i.x/shop/artist list/-/?artist=6681

DAZ3D (gallery): http://fforum.daz3d.com/gallery.php ?mode=viewgallery&u=6681
My website contains a gallery and my online portfol io as well as my most recent re-
sume. If anyone wants to contact me via email they can do so at skye-

wolf@skyewolfimages.com.
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Interview with Michelle St Martin

It's not often that we happen upon a women who is t
perchance for some of the darker themes in art so w
give her some space in Pandora’s.

Michele how did you get started in art and who are

I've been drawing up stuff since | was 4 years old.

buying me all sorts of art materials & me taking to

water. | also remember him giving me my very first
draw a face, the human body, etc.). From there, it

lol!

As far as influences go, there are so many. My dad

| have to say, I'm extremely influenced by the Surr
ticular Salvador Dali. He is the absolute KING to m
a fraction of what he has in terms of creativity &

a happy camper. The rest of my influences run the g
Giger to Frank Frazetta to peers/contemporaries suc
Michael Bair & Alitha Martinez.

2) What was your first professional gig and how did
Pretty simple. It was a commission for an associate
color illustration of a children's book character.

How | got it? She simply asked me because she knew
3) What would your dream project be?

Hmmm... doing my own original comic (which I'm slow

creating). | have a couple of other ideas, but thos
not telling now... sssshhhhh!

alented and has a
e felt compelled to

your influences?

| remember my dad
them like a fish to
art lessons (how to
was all downhill...

being one of course.
ealists - in par-

e. If | can achieve
innovation, I'll be
ammut from H.R.

h as (comic artists)

you get it?

. She needed a large

| did it & got paid.
| could draw... lol

ly in the process of
e are secret & I'm
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4) Do you have any advice for new artists on honing

This is a difficult question to answer, since I'm i
honing my own craft myself... lol! | guess | would
learning & opening up to new possibilites, methods
There's always something new to learn. Always liste
enced people who are in your field. Never act or th
all, because you don't, and usually when do get too
britches, you end up falling flat on your face. And
give up. No matter what. There are going to be time
like it, trust me. But if your art is what you love

fight.

5) What do you do to stay inspired?

Black coffee & clove cigarettes... kidding. Well, t

I listen to music. LOTS & LOTS of music. It's amazi
els another. And | go to museums, like the Met or T
seeing an exhibit in The Museum of Natural History
also LOVE going to The Cathedral of St. John the Di
my sanctuary. Many inspirations have come from me b

ing.

6) If people want more info on your art where shoul

My website (which is going to go through a complete
http://www.michelestmartinonline.com. | have a page
http://www.michelestmartin.deviantart.com. | also h

page: http://www.comicspace.com/michele_st_martin

their craft?

n the process of
say to never stop

& techniques.

n to more experi-
ink like you know it
big for your

most of all, NEVER
s when you'll feel
doing, hang on &

hat IS a part of it.

ng how one thing fu-
he Whitney. Even
can get me going. |
vine. That place is
eing there, meditat-

d they go?

overhaul soon):
on DeviantArt:
ave a ComicSpace
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Interview with Anastasia Rabiyah

There’s nothing like a good creative woman to bring
and Anastasia Rabiyah is one of those. Her books bl
touch of the erotic, and she agreed to give us a co
her time.

So what made you start writing and what was your fi
-I first started writing when | was eleven years ol
ity-driven person, | began writing fantasy stories

and creating drawings to illustrate them with Crayo
active imagination an outlet. Although these first
ture at best, they spurred the creation of a whole
characters to live, love and make war in when | cam
seriously.

Many years later, after | stopped working to stay h
my first son, | decided | wanted to write children’
hobby. | took a correspondence writing course and s
small collection of tales in print. Failing miserab
success was actually a how-to article about compost
lished in a Christian magazine. | made more money f
of the compost pile than | did for the writing. Whi

my husband, it made me skeptical of my writing futu
The last assignment of my writing course was to wri
young adult novel. After the class ended, | found |
story. It grew and grew until it became a full-leng
riosity about the character’s origins never waned.
this first work, | started a second, now a four par

ries of novels which begins with Shahzar Warrior Qu
and second books are now available from ForbiddenPu
downloadable e-books. Shahzar Warrior Queen is also
from Amazon.com.

Despite my noble intent to write children’s stories
was writing for an older age group. Romance played

stories to life,
end fantasy with a
uple of moment s of

rst publication?

d. Always a creativ-
set in a desert city

la to give my over-
attempts were imma-
world for future

e of age to write

ome and take care of
S stories as a

et out to get my

ly at that, my first
ing which was pub-
or the photographs
le this encouraged
re.

te a chapter for a
couldn’t stop the

th novel and my cu-
After completing

t epic fantasy se-
een. Shahzar’s first
blications.com as
available in print

, | soon realized |
a heavy part in my
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stories, and | wondered if | could ever gather the
envelope and try erotic romance. Encouraged by an a
writers group, Dawne’ Dominique, | joined an erotic
well. My first book, Rope, part of a series of cowb

by me and three other authors, released at the publ
soon after.

You write in a couple different sub-genres. Do you
favorite, and which ones do you find the easiest to
-I write fantasy and cross-genre erotic romance. My
and | think it always will be. With the exception o
tales all blend either fantasy or paranormal into t

is the easiest to write only because | love to crea
usual cultures and intricate religions. | grew up w
ies like Excalibur, Time Bandits and all the Disney
something magical about the genre which | can never
| also have a series of futuristic/science fiction

will be releasing at loveyoudivine eventually. Agai

a surreal quality into the worlds—strange worlds wh

Is it a challenge to go from writing say a children
thing more explicit? What made you decide to try th
-It is a challenge to jump from children’s stories
obviously, children’s tales require censorship and
fort of appropriateness. | think the reason | wasn’
children’s author is because | don't believe we sho
about reality. When | presented a short story about
for children to my writer’s site and had it systema
realized this was not the genre for me. | can’t sug
are truly a danger to children and | won't do it.
Explicit seems to be my nature. Tell it like it is
Although I admit when | first tried writing a sex s
start naming body parts, | struggled with the slang

courage to push the
uthor in my fantasy
a authors group as
oy themed novellas
isher loveyoudivine

have a particular
write?

favorite is fantasy

f Rope, my romance
hem. To me, fantasy
te new worlds, un-
atching fantasy mov-
classics. There’s
get enough of.
erotic romance which
n these tales blend
ich I love.

's story to some-
at kind of material?
to erotica. Quite

a conscientious ef-
t published as a
uld lie to children
drug use written
tically bashed, |

ar coat things that

and don't hold back.
cene and | had to
. What | write is
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not intended for children, but mature adults.

What authors do you read for fun and inspiration?
-Most of the time I'm reading, it's because I'm edi

I’'m assigned to edit will be fun and inspirational,

ways the case. My favorite big-time authors are Ste
and J.K. Rowling. My favorite small-time ones are D
S.D. Grady, Carol McKenzie, Brieanna Robertson, and
The print book I'm currently reading before bedtime
the Deathly Hallows. Since this is the last in the

it slowly and savoring the tale.

You seem to juggle many duties in your life. How do
straight and find time to write?

-Good question. It is a struggle. Often when [ sit
everything | get my hands into, | wonder that very
I’'m a mother of three young boys, second | manage t
the family business—a local restaurant, and after t
bed, | get to write, edit, design cover art, format
tronic distribution and print, and toy with my webs

| guess the real answer is: | just do it. Sometimes

tle bit at a time, but in the long run, it all gets

You also design book covers for other authors. How
that and what do you think is most important in com
cover?

-Ever since | was a child, | wanted to be an artist

ite class in high school, so much so, that the teac
pendent study in a room by myself where | could do
with the materials we had available—talk about heav
courses were paid for by my employer, a local credi
though my degree is in finance, | always paid for a
and relished that time of creativity.

ting! | hope what

but that’s not al-
phen King, Anne Rice
awne’ Dominique,
lately Bryn Colvin.

is Harry Potter and
series, I’'m reading

you keep them

down and think about
same thing. First,

he accounting for

he wee ones go to
books for elec-

ite.

| have to do a lit-

to the end.

did you get into
ing up with a good

. Art was my favor-
hers had me on inde-
whatever | wanted
en. My college

t union, and al-

rt classes on my own
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| began making cover art for Forbidden Publications
All my books there have covers | designed myself. W
fered me a position as a contracted cover artist, |

The most important thing about a book cover is grab
reader’s attention. | know that’s probably not what
hear, but it's true. A cover should be eye-catching
story within the book as well as show off the autho

If people want to pick up your books or get more in
the best place to go?

-Most of my books are e-books at this time. Settle
or e-reader and get a blanket to curl up with on th
find my tales at my publisher’s websites:
AmiraPress.com

ForbiddenPublications.com

loveyoudivine.com

If you want print, Shahzar Warrior Queen is availab
can be ordered through any large bookstore if you g
and/or the ISBN number: 978-0-6151-6812-8.

I have two books to come in print from loveyoudivin
anthology of the four western erotic romances of wh
Rope, is a part, and is due to release in December.
anthology of nine short stories of paranormal and f
also release from loveyoudivine in the future.

If you'd like to keep track of me, stop by my websi
RabiyahBooks.com

| also send out a monthly newsletter through my Yah
can join here: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Rabiy
And if you want to catch me on MySpace:

where | also edit.
hen the owner of-
jumped on it.

bing a potential

an author wants to
and represent the
I's vision.

fo on you, where is

in with your laptop
e couch. You can

le at Amazon.com and
ive them the title

e. Cowboys is the
ich my novella,

Naughty Nine, an
antasy erotica will

te at: http://

00 Group which you
ahBooks/
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Interview with Wendy Potter

Every year we search for creative women to feature
what could be more creative then starting in origin
the life of Robert E Howard’s Red Sonja.

What about Red Sonja drew you to her as a character
Everything. First off i looked enough like her. Whe
Sonja the Dynamite comics hadn't come out with a ne
So the art i had seen was Frank Thorne's circa 1970

How did you get started in acting?

You know i am not sure. i remember being really lit
ing to play dress up...boy that hasn't changed much
started puppeteering for a kid's program at a local
started doing storytelling for local school and ren
along the way i played in a couple of b-movies. Eve
and here i am.

What made you decide to start producing your own st
i really wanted to play Red Sonja, but i wanted to

the only way we could have started doing it then wa
tumes and gathered the props. i haven't solo produc
time. Other members of the act often pitch in and b
lighting device to add to it. A large part of the c

made by me.

Where do you usually perform?

At any comic convention that'll have us. hahaha.

We have performed at the Paramount theater in Brist
We also perform at Renaissance faires.

We have also been asked to perform at comic book st
event days.

So i guess all over.

Do you have any other characters that you perform a

in this issue and
al productions from

?
n i started doing

w run for her yet.
S.

tle and always want-
. Eventually i

library, then i

n faires. Somewhere
ntually Sonja bit me

age show?

do it right. Really

s if i did the cos-

ed though in some-
uy a new prop or
ostumes however are

ol TN.

ores for special

nd any plans for the
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future?

Eventually i'd like to create my own Sonja-like cha

a pirate character named Maggie Flynn. i have done
with her but not as much as i'd like.

If people want to find out more about you or the sh
go?
redsonja.125mb.com

Call of Red Sonja
A ballad of the she devil

Blessed by Ishtar and reared by my own sword
With fire in my heart And steel in my eyes
A womanly smile is my only disguise.
My blade is as strong as any man’s,
An ocean of blood has been spilt by my hands
Through Hyboria | roam,
Calling only the battlefield home.
With chainmail across my breast,
| have laid even the mightiest kings to rest
No man can defeat me.
No one’s property shall | ever be.
Now across the Turanian steppes | ride
Careful brigand for there is only death found by my
Remember my tale,
Hear my name and use it well
| am known as Red Sonja
Mistress only to hell!

~ Wendy Potter

racter. i did create
a little on stage

ow where should they

side!
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